Report of initial experience in small bowel transplantation at São José do Rio Preto Medical School Hospital.
Intestinal failure is the patient's inability to maintain hydroelectric and nutritional support by the digestive route, arising from massive enterectomy or diseases in which the bowel is incapable of adequately absorbing fluids and nutrients. Patients with intestinal failure associated with short bowel syndrome (SBS) and with other functional diseases with malabsorption or with total parenteral nutrition-related complications (recurrent sepsis and thrombosis of one or more deep venous accesses) are candidates for small bowel transplantation (SBT), which can be an isolated small bowel, a combined liver and small bowel, or a multivisceral graft. At our institution, three isolated SBTs were performed as our initial experience with this transplant.